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Driven by faith to bring healing, housing, and hope to the Lehigh Valley's most vulnerable.

Where the Family Gathers...

around. I'm by myself. | have kids but |

Every weekday, Carclgets up early, space, including a commercial kitchan,

don't see therm that much,” she says. At WwWe 582 a hew avenue toward these
Daybreak: "This is my family. My friends”  goals: giving members the opportunity
Receantly, | listenad to mambers to work part-time in a supportive envi-

share their hopes and dreams during a  ronment that respects their individual

catchas the bus, and makes the
40-minute trip to Allentown.

Carol once worked ina hospital and
later, ina furniture store. But aninjury
changed everything. Her doctor challenges, teaches responsibility,
and rewards their fforts.

During the meeting, Carol

spoke up: "You feel better about

told hear she was at risk of a blood
clot "5o | needed to stop,” she
says, "but | didn't want to stop.” A
yourself when you can work,” she
told her colleagues. "We can all do
this if we want tol”

nzighbor introduced her to Day-
break about 3 years ago, and she's
been coming ever since.

"Baing home, alone—that's not
good. | don't want to dothat,” Car-
ol says. "Daybreak helps me get out
among other people. And if thare's

We have only just begunto
brainstorm ideas for entreprenzuri-
al opportunities. Opening a pizza
shop, baking biscottl, and handling

something | can do to halp some- packing and shipping for a paper
body else, Il do it. That's me”

At 60, Carol maintains har
strong work ethic and says she
fzals a sense of purpose from her
contributions to Daybreak. She

made scores of paper leaves to

goods manufacturer are possibili-
ties that excite participants and
would support the Daybreak pro-
gram. Please consider reaching out
if you have Internet marketing skills

Carol shows off the bulletin board she decorated that could assist usinfinding a cus-
decorate the family tree members  to add a fall touch to Daybreak’'s common area. tomer base for products Daybreak

created for their voluntear celebra- membars might produce.

tion lsee page 4], even taking the pro- Building a new home for Daybreak

jgct home with har to finish. She's also plans to enrich Daybreak’s offerings is an exciting undertaking—with poten-

dedicatad herself to organizing a supply when we move to Dubbs Memorial tially life- changing results for Daybreak

closet in preparation for the move to Community Center. Creating a sense of members—and we will need your pray-

the Conferance's new facility. community and building salf-asteem ars, engagement, and financial support
“Whan I'm at home, I don't like it. And  are key to Daybreak’s "people helping to guide the planning process.

when it's the holidays, there's nobody people” philesophy. With the additional —Dr. Jack Felch, Executive Director

group meeting about the Confarance’s
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Comings
& Goings

+ Three new board members were
confirmed at the Conference’s
ahhual meeting in May:

Thomas Capehart is an attorney
with Gross McGinley LLP, where he
provides estate planning, elder
law/nhursing home planning, and
estate administration services. Mr.
Capehart is a member of St. John's
UCC in Emmaus, where he is presi-
dent of consistory. He is second
vice president of the East Penn
Chamber of Commerce and a past
president of the Emmaus Lions
Club. Born and raised in Emmaus,
he lives in there with his wife of

26 years, Michelle, a librarian in the
East Penn School District. They
have two children.

Rev. Thomas Sweatt has been pas-
tor of St. James AME Zion Church
in Allentown for the past 10 years.
For 20 years priot, Rev. Sweatt
setved as pastor of five AME Zion
cohgregations in Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Tennessee, and Maryland. He
has served as the AMEZ Harrisburg
District Director of Evangelism
since 2006. Rev. Sweatt is a native
of Lynch, KY. He has been married

Winter Warming Center Update

CONFERENCE NEWS

to Linda (Parker) Sweatt for
33 years and has three daughters,
ohe soh, and 13 grandchildren.

Rev. Eric Yeakelis the senior pastor
at Asbury United Methodist Church
in Allentown. Rev. Yeakel obtained
a master of divinity degree from
Moravian Theological Seminary in
2010 and is an ordained elder in the
United Methodist Church. He came
to Asbury in 2008 as a pastoral stu-
dent intern and later served as as-
sociate pastor. Rev. Yeakel has de-
greesin accounting and economics
and was a CPA before going into
ministry. He has been married to
his wife, Tammy, for 25 years, and
they have two children.

The board also recognized retiring
membets Timothy Bingham, Henry
Moore, and Robert Ritter for their
service to the Conference.

+ Three hew housing case manag-
ets recently joined the Conference:

Jason Carey completed his bache-
lor's in social work at Centenary
College earlier this year. He previ-
ously worked in financial sales. "I
am passionate about assisting
those in need, especially the vul-
nerable, the oppressed, and those
living in poverty," he says.

Jamie Long works

with forensic popu-

lations in North-

ampton County and

also with the Laza-

rus House (see story, page 3). She
was previously the program director
of a day reporting center for state
parolees in Williamsport, PA.

Kendra Loyd has more than 12
years of experience in human ser-
vices. She relocated from New
York to Pennsylvaniain 2007 and
has worked at Step By Step Inc.
Mental Health and Dual Diagnosis.

+ Katie Kacken-

meister is part-time

community rela-

tions coordinator,

handling the Con-

ference’s digital and print commu-
hications. She is a graduate of
Northwestern University and spent
the past decade as an editor for
Prevention magazine.

+ Ryan Vernick, the

LCC's director of

homeless supportive

services since 2010,

has taken a hew po-

sition at Salisbury Behavioral
Health. We wish him continued
success in his career.

A Heads-Up on Holiday Giving




CONFERENCE NEWS

After Prison, the Lazarus
House a Place to Begin Again

The Lehigh Conferance of Churches
has expanded its efforts to meat the
housing neads of our most vulnerable
neighbors through a program sarving
those recently released from prison.

The Lazarus House, a program ini-
tiated by 5t John's United Church of
Christ in Mazareth in 2012 and acquired
by the Conference in July, gives re-
cently paroled individuals a foothold as
they bagin the process of re-entry into
society. The program currently leases
two units, oneg in Shillington, Berks
County, and one in Easton, from land-
lords, and sublets them to approved
tenants coming from state or county
facilities in five surrounding countigs.

"Cur focus is on guys who have
made it that first step, those who have
a job to pay their own way orare on
disability,” says resident manager Paul
David, a member of 5t. John's who has
lived in the Shillington unit since the
program’s inception, which stemmad
from his own struggle to secure hous-
ing as a parolee.

The Lazarus House guarantees the
ownear's rental income while helping
individuals leaving prison overcome
obstacles such as lack of credit and
insufficient wages to cover rent on their
owhn. Many do not have a family or a

place to which they can return. The
program doesn't supervise tenants but
instead provides an environmeant that
fosters supportive relationships and
encourages residents to adhere to pa-
role mandates, while helping parole
officars” in their monitoring efforts.

Candidates typically have spant
time at a community corrections cen-
ter thalfway house) or a work-release
center and may have ended up at a
homeless shelter. A 10-step applica-
tion process identifies those with the
willingneass to work hard to remake
their lives.

Currently, the two houses can
accommodate five individuals. "This is
simply not encugh to make a signifi-
cant impact on the reintegration of
those who have beanimprisoned or
jailed,” says housing case manager
Jamie Long. "We're hoping to expand
the program, particularly in Reading,
Easton, Bethlehem, and possibly Allen-
town.” Efforts are underway to develop
relationships with the many agencies
related to re-antry. "We're doing this all
in hopes to effectively reintegrate these
offenders into the community and help
reduce recidivism,” Long says.

For more information about the
Lazarus House, call 610-439-8653.

‘Book of the Season” Campaign
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Just
Mercy

A STORY OF WSTICE
AND REDEMPTION

_ Bryan ¢
Stevenson

\

e
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&‘A Just Mercy is a compelling look at the inequities of the
criminal justice system written by attorney Bryan Steven-
soh, executive director of the Equal Justice Initiative.
Receive a copy of this informative and powerful true
story with a $15 donation to the Lehigh Conference of
Churches. Ecumenical Director Rev. Or. Larry D Pickens
1 s available to lead groups interestad in discussing the
book. To donate or for more information, please contact
Morma Baker at 610-439- 8653, ext. 20,
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“Kits for a
Cause” Seeks
Personal Care
Items

Donations are needed to help
those in the Lehigh Valley who
have no home and sleep out-
doors. “Kits for a Cause” collects
the most essential personal care
items and fills backpacks that will
be distributed during the annual
point-in-time count in Lehigh and
Northampton Counties in Janu-

ary. The project is sponsored by

the Local Housing Options Team
(LHOT) of the Lehigh Valley, in
cohjunction with the Parthership
for a Disability Friendly Communi-
ty, the Lehigh Conference of
Churches, and New Bethany Min-
istries. To register your congrega-
tion, contact Bobk Wittman at
bob@HADCallentown.org ot 610-
432-6336. Collect items from the
list below; after November 30,
contact LHOT to arrange for a
pickup. Volunteers will use the kits
to engage the homeless individu-
als they encounter in a discussion
about resources available to help
them secure housing.

A Socks (hew) /EFirst Aid Kit
/A Backpacks (new/gently used)
/A Deodorant /A Batteries

A Toilet Paper/Tissues

A Toothbrush/Toothpaste

/ Rain Poncho A Hand Sanitizer
/A SoapfShampoo A Gift Card
A Can Opener A Candles

/A Feminine Products /A Comb

AE Duct Tape /A Flashlight
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS

Daybreak members and staff (above) visited Hickory

Run State Park in Carbon County on August 28, where

they enjoyed a picnic lunch and spent time outdoors.

Daybreak Members, Volunteers Celebrate

On May 29, Daybreak hosted a “family reunion” to recognize the contributions of volunteers (below). Members gave
festive T-shirts to the guests and served them lunch. Volunteers were invited to sign a paper leaf and add it to the

family tree. Participants shared stories about the support they receive from the program—and the people behind it.

- DAVYBREAK

o
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Participants,
Volunteers
Needed for
CROP Walk

The Allentown CROP Hunger Walk
sponsored by the Lehigh Conference
of Churches takes place Sunday,
October 11 Registration begins at
12:45 pr at St Timothy Evangelical
Lutheran Church at the corner of Ott
and Walnut Streets in Allentown. Tha
walk starts at 1:30 pM. Two opportu-
nities are available to involve all ages:
- A 6-mile walk through Allentown
with rest stops along the way.

- A Golden Mile walk for golden-
agers, families with children or dogs,
or anyone wanting a leisurely pace.

Yolunteers are nesded to help
with walker registration and crowd
control. If you can help for a few
hours, please wear a blue shirt and
arrive by 12:20 pM. For more infor-
maticn, contact the Conferance’s
volunteer coordinator, Laura Rowe,
at610-433-6421 or email
lrowe@lehighchurches.org.

For those unable to walk with
us, donations can be made online
through the Allentown CROP Hunger
Walk page on the Church World Sar-
vice website. One quarter of the to-
tal proceeds of the Allentown CROP
Hunger Walk will be shared between
the LCC's Ecumenical Soup Kitchen
and the Allentown Area Ecumenical
Food Bank. The food bank will be
collacting nonperishable donations
on the day of the walk. Peanut but-
ter, jelly, and canned soups are in
short supply.

For more information about this
years CROP Hunger Walk, please
contact Debi Olphin at 610-570-7515
or emall njoyeveryday@rcn.com.
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CONFERENCE EVENTS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 @ 3 PM

SHOWCAS

EMMANUEL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH Benefits the Lehigh
3175 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE, BATH, PA 18014  Conference of Churches

56TH ARNNUAL
Nazareth to Bethlehem Register at

peacewalk.org

Christmas Peace Pilgrimage
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
The Peace Pilgrimage, symbolic of the GUEST SPEAKER: Shane Claiborne is

journey of Mary and Joseph, provides a founder and board member of the
all of us—those who walk the 10 miles simple Way, a faith community in
from Nazareth to Bethlehem, those inner city Philadelphia that has helped
who pass us on the highway, and birth and connect radical faith com-
those who read about the walk—with munities around the world—from the
an opportunity to consider the true streets of Calcutta where he worked
meaning of Christmas. The sight of with Mother Teresa to the wealthy
200 pilgrims walking with stars and suburbs of Chicago where he served
peace signs inspires us to at the influential maga
focus on the need for 36w church Willow Creek. His
peace on earth. NAAZ“EIAI}W presentation is entitled

Participants will meet BETHLEHEM "Tearing Down the Walls."
in the parking lot at 520 E. CHRISTMAS REGISTRATION: To

Broad Street (corner of PEACE PILGRIMAGE reserve bus transporta-
Broad and Elm), Bethle- SATURDAY DEc 12 tion, please register at

hem, bafore 11 Am. Buses www.peacewalk.orgy peacewalkorgand include
will transport pilgrims to 9 the namas of those in your
Mazarath Moravian group. You are welcome to
Church on Canter Square. come even if you have not

If you are concernad preregistered. You may join
about your ability to complete the full at any point along the way; visit the
10 miles, be assured that frequant website for more details about the
rest stops and relief transportation schedule and route. Drass appropri-
are availabla You can also join in the ately for the weather; we walk in sun,
singing of Christmas carols on the wind, rain, or snow.
steps of Central Moravian Church or Participants desiring overnight
attend the simple supper and guest lodging or needing more information,
speakar presentation at Christ Church please call Rick Dow (610-865-5204)
UCC at Market and Ceanter Streets in or the Lehigh Confarence of Churches
Bethlehem following the walk. (610-433-6421), or visit peacewalk org.
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CONFERENCE EVENTS

Ecumenical Calendar: Fall/Winter 2015-2016

Events will be held at the Conference’s
new location: Dubbs Memorial Com-
munity Center, 457 W_ Allen Street,
Allentown, PA 18102

munity Service Day

Sunday, January 24
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Tuesday, October 6
National Day of Prayer for Mental
Illness {in cooperation with Daybreak)

Worship Service

Join us for a tour of the Conference’s
naw facility at 10 am, followed by a
prayer service in the sanctuary at 11 Am,
and lunch at noon. RSVP to Norma
Baker at 610-439-8653, ext 20

Monday, December 21

Memorial Service to Honor Those
Who Have Died Homeless in the
Lehigh Valley in 2015

Monday, January 18
Interfaith Prayer Breakfast and Com-

The worship service begins at 4 PM in
the sanctuary Rev. Dr James A Forbes
Jr., senior minister emaritus of the Riv-
erside Church in New York City and
president of the Healing of the Nations
Foundation, will be the guest preacher.
The Riverside Church is an interde-
nominational, interracial, and interna-
ticnal church built by John D. Rockefel-
ler Jr.in 1927 The 2,400-member
church is affiliated with the American

Baptist Churches and the United
Church of Christ. Rev. Forbes was the
first African American to serve as senior
ministaer. He is an ordained ministar in
the American Baptist Churches and the
Original United Holy Church of Ameri-
ca. Through his foundation, he plans to
create a national ministry and move-
ment to promote the spiritual revitaliza-
tion and healing of America.

Thursday, March 17

2016 Robert K. Campbell Lecture on
Christian Unity: "The Poor and the
Theology of Pope Francis"

Additional event details will be an-
nounced as they become available.

The Lehigh Conference of Churches: Justice and Advocacy

Stad Up to Bullies!

8:30 am to 1:00 pm
Saturday, November 7
First Presbyterian Church
3231 Tilghman Street,
Allentown, PA 18104

Zacchaeus, make haste and come down! — Luke 19:5

Who are the bullies? Most of us have faced bullies and many
of us have played the part, perhaps without recognizing the
consequences of our actions. It's about corrupt business
practices, systemic racism, domeastic viclence, sex traffick-
ing, capital punishmeant, the “war on drugs,” and so on. Qur
program will focus on four specific kinds of bullying and
show how we can "stand up to bullies!”

Space is limited. To preregister: Visit bullies ppjr.org, emall
Bob Walden at justice@ppjr.org, or contact the Lehigh Con-
ference of Churches at info@lehighchurches.org or 610-
433-6421 by November 4 Sze schadule, details, and pro-
gram updates at bullies ppjr.org. Light brunch is included
(suggested donation: 55; students/unemployed: free or
what you can afford). Sponsorad by the Justice and Advo-
cacy Committee of the LCC and area partner organizations.

Plenary and Workshop Speakers include:

+ Christi Dominguez, the Valley Against Sex Trafficking (WAST)
+ Dr. Gregory J. Edwards, Resurrected Life Community
Church

+ LeShan St. Clair-Spencet, Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley
+ Dr. Fritz Walker, Cease Fire PA, Everytown for Gun Safety

Plenary and Breakout Topics:

+ Domestic Violence: Turning Point of Lehigh Valley, which
provides services for more than 5,000 people sach year, is
a safe place wheare victims of abuse and their childran can
find refuge. What can we do to eliminate domestic vio-
lence in the Lehigh Valley?

+ Qun Violence: What are the major causes of gun violence
in Pennsylvania, and what could be done to reduce the
tragic toll of gun homicides, suicides, and accidants?

+ Human Trafficking: Labor trafficking often involves immi-
grants working in sweatshop conditions; however, the ma-
jority of sex trafficking victims in Pennsylvania are not for-
gignars, but young girls from next door. Learn what we can
doto prevent trafficking.

+ Systemic Racism in Schools / School- to- Prison Pipeline:
Misplaced spending priorities have left behind many of the
poor and racial/ethnic minority students in cur public
schools. Allentown School District, for example, has had
persistently high dropout rates, and ranks near the bottom
in academic parformance among Pennsylvania school dis-
tricts. Why is this so, and what are we doing about it?

Page &
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

“THEOLOGY, LITERATURE, AND COFFEE”
SERIES
Luther Crest will host a Moravian Theological Seminary—
sponsored course, "Theology, Literature, and Coffee” (TLC),
from 2:30 to 4:30 pM at 800 Hausman Road, Allentown, PA
18104 on the following Mondays. Enjoy a time of learning P
and fellowship as theological themes in literature are pre-
sented. Books to be discussed are:
1 October 12: "Pigeon Feathers” (a short story) and
poems by John Updike Leader: Nelvin Vos, 5t
John Lutheran Church, Allentown
il October 26: Strange Case of Dr. Jekylland Mr.
Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson Leader: Nelson
Quinones, 5t. John Lutheran Church, Fogelsville
il November 9: The Fall of a Sparrow by Robert
Helenga Leader: Ruth Marcon, First Presbyterian
Church, Allentown
Cost for the series is $25 and beverages will ba provided.
To register, contact Moravian Theological Seminary
(610-861-1516) or Luther Crest Chaplain Dianne Hareha
(610-391-8210).

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL AGAINST

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Turning Point of Lehigh Valley's annual Candlelight Vigil
Against Domestic Viclence will take place at 6 PM Thurs-
day, October 15, at Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church,

-861-

A,
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