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Driven by faith to bring healing, housing, and hope to the Lehigh Valley’s most vulnerable.

Deepening our Dialogue

As we enter a new year, it is
clear that we live in unsettled
times. Many families struggle
to make ends meet; terrorism
and the ever- present reality
of violence stand over us
ominously; our communities
are fractured and isolated.
The Lehigh Confer-
ence of Churches creates
community through ecu-
menical and interfaith en-
gagement. When our faith
communities work to-
gether, it creates a signifi-
cant spiritual force. Philos-
opher Immanuel Kant
suggested that we are all
created from “crooked
timber,” meaning we are

our imperfections and our
responsibility to make the
world better than we find it.
This past year, the Confer-
ence enabled significant dis-
cussion on the changing cen-
ter of Christianity as it moves

all flawed and imperfect.
Our work, therefore, is to
recognize our failures and
use them as opportunities to
grow in character and pur-
pose. Our sinful natures and
flaws should give us the im-
petus to grow in the midst of
our weaknesses as we con-
sider the legacy of our lives.
The character of our ecu-
menical and interfaith rela-
tionships, it seems, embraces
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from a Western- centric
faith to one that is experi-
encing it greatest growth in
the Southern Hemisphere.
This has great implications
upon the theological
debate within all of our faith
communities, as well as
the nature of the national
immigration debate, as we
consider how we continue
to remain relevant.

Fall Highlights,

We also came together
as a community in an exciting
way to welcome Syrian refu-
gees to the Lehigh Valley.
More than 500 people gath-
ered in November (pictured)
to say no to xenophobia and

fear. The Syrian community in
the Lehigh Valley has origins
that reach back to 1916. In
many ways, the Lehigh Valley
is at the epicenter of the refu-
gee resettlement program in
the United States. We have

learned that it is essential that
we oppose Islamophobia and
create opportunities for dia-
logue between our various
faith communities. We can-
not depend upon political
leaders to advance the inter

faith conversation about

Islam; it is incumbent up-
on our faith communities
to engage this discussion
with integrity.

In 2016, the Conference
will offer a number of ex-
periences to further our
ecumenical and interfaith
dialogue, including our
first Martin Luther King Jr.
Interfaith Prayer Breakfast
and our annual Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity
in January (see page 2 for
more details and events). This
will be an exciting year of
innovation, as our new home
at Dubbs Memorial Commu-
nity Center allows for greater
programming and creativity.
| expect many opportunities
for fellowship, service, and
commitment in the future.
—Rev. Dr. Larry D. Pickens,

Ecumenical Director
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WINTER/SPRING 2016
Ecumenical Calendar

Events will be held at the Conference’s new location:
Dubbs Memorial Community Center, 457 W. Allen Street,
Allentown, PA 18102. Like us on Facebook for updates.

Monday, January 18
Martin Luther King Jr.
Interfaith Prayer Breakfast
Keynote
speaker
Dr. Jennifer
Leath, assis-
tant profes-
sor of Reli-
gion and Social Justice, at
Illif School of Theology in
Denver, will address the
theme: “The Beloved Com-
munity: Fact or Fiction.”
This event takes place at
8 AM. Tickets are $15;
contact Becky LeaShomb
at Dubbs Memorial Com-
munity Center or call
610-439-8653 ext. 19 to
reserve your spot.

Sunday, January 24
The Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity Worship
Service
The wor-
ship ser-
vice begins
at4 Pm
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CROP HUNGER WALK
RAISES $30,645
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